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EECENT LITERATURE. 

Louis Agassiz : His Life and Work ; by Chas. Frederick 
Holder, M. D. 1 In this volume we have an appreciative history of 
Agassiz, in which the characteristics of the man, and the nature and 
progress of his work are most happily woven together. His ambitions, 
while still under the parental roof in Neuchatel, are recounted, and 
his biographer shows how early the dominant bias of a man's life may 
appear. We are told how his persevering devotion to his favorite pur- 
suit did not prevent him from preparing for the practice of the medical 
profession, as a means of livelihood ; and how, later, the opportunity 
of studying and reporting on the fishes brought home by Von Martius 
from Brazil, determined his future course. Every naturalist has been 
introduced to his life work in the science by especial facilities enjoyed 
for the study of some particular group. To Agassiz this group was 
the fishes, and his first works after that on the fishes of Brazil, were 
those on the fresh-water fishes of Europe, and the Fossil Fishes. But 
1) is highly appreciative mind was directed to all the problems offered 
by nature to human thought, and he quickly saw the importance which 
attached to the study of the Swiss glaciers. The far-reaching results 
of this work are now common knowledge; as it contains the key to the 
superficial geology of the temperate regions of the earth. The appli- 
cation of the glacial phenomena in geology is Agassiz's greatest achieve- 
ment. 

The history of Agassiz's work in the United States is interestingly 
told, and the narration of the Brazilian expedition is charming. The 
volume closes with a reprint of some of the memorials which exj>ressed 
the feelings of naturalists at the time of his death, and with a bibli- 
ography. 

The work is handsomely illustrated, largely from photographs made 
during the Brazilian expedition. It is a pity that better figures of the 
Brazilian fishes and turtles could not have been copied, as those in this 
book are mostly bad. 

The personal characteristics of Agassiz are pleasantly described, and 
for this reason among others the book will be a valued souvenir to the 
friends who knew him. The author dwells especially on his great mer- 

l 8vo, pp. 327, illustrated. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York and London, 
1893. 
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its as a teacher, which, indeed, cannot be exaggerated. He greatly 
popularized the pursuit of science in America, and the effect of his life 
and labors in this direction has been greater than that of any man, 
probably of many men. The pursuit of science was to him, as it 
should be to all, a duty undertaken for the elevation of human thought. 
That the visible nature is the material expression of the thoughts of 
God, was Agassiz's oft expressed belief. Doubtless he was correct, but 
the proof of it comes in a way different from that which this great 
naturalist anticipated ; that is, through the direction of evolutionary 
descent. Perhaps if Agassiz had lived longer, he would have adopted 
this view, and embellished it as he did all his teachings. — C. 

Nuttall's Ornithology. 2 — This hand-book of ornithology is pub- 
lished in two handsome volumes 8vo, of some 400 pp. each. It is prac- 
tically a new edition of Nuttall's Manual, which has been out of print 
for several years, to which the editor has added brief notes relating the 
results of recent determinations in distribution and habits. The intro- 
duction is given exactly as it appeared in Nnttall's second edition, and 
the text of the biographical matter has been changed but little. To 
this Mr. Chamberlain adds a description of the plumage, nest and eggs 
of each species. 

In his treatment of the subject, the author covers the entire area of 
the Eastern Faunal Province from the Gulf of Mexico to the Arctic 
Ocean. The nomenclature adopted is that of the Check List issued by 
the American Ornithologists' Union. The illustrations are mostly 
drawn especially for the work. They are of excellent quality and are 
of size appropriate to that of the pages. 

Nuttall's Manual was for a long time the only text-book of American 
ornithology available to pockets of limited resources. Its style and 
treatment of the subject are most attractive, and it has probably done 
more to diffuse a knowledge of the subject than any other work. Boys 
read it who had access to no other, and many naturalists of to-day 
date their interest in their science to the charm of its pages. Although 
the excellent works of Coues and Ridgway have made us better ac- 
quainted with the science of ornithology, nothing has superseded Nut- 
tall's work as a delineator of habits and manners of birds. It was a 
happy thought that resulted in the publication of this new edition un- 
der Mr. Chamberlain's editorship. 

2 A Popular Hand-book of the Ornithology of the United States and Canada, 
based on Nuttall's Manual. By Montague Chamberlain. Boston : Little, Brown 
& Co., 1891. 



